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2011 – 2012 Post-doctoral Saguaro Seminar - Legatum Research Fellowship
The Saguaro Seminar: Civic Engagement in America seeks applicants for the annual Post-doctoral Legatum 
Research Fellowship at John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University to conduct research on 
social capital, broadly defined to include issues of social inequality, social solidarity, and civic engagement. This 
program (sustained by generous support from the Legatum Institute www.li.com) aims to advance systematic 
knowledge in areas important to public leaders and scholars through first-rate scholarly publications arising 
out of these post-doctoral fellows’ research. 

The Saguaro Seminar: Civic Engagement in America project at Harvard Kennedy School will award a competi-
tive one year post-doctoral fellowship – the Post-doctoral Saguaro Seminar Legatum Research Fellow – for 
academic year 2011-2012. The Fellow will work both on his/her own agenda and on the shared agenda of the 
Saguaro / Legatum program. That program includes topics such as: What is the impact of sustained unemploy-
ment on civic engagement? Are social and political cleavages growing—between young and old, for example, or 
between haves and have-nots? How can societies adapt to challenges posed by large-scale immigration?  Does 
religion foster or impair democratic citizenship?

Qualifications:
* High scholarly promise as well as an interest in
public impact.
* Skill in contemporary social scientific techniques
(including survey analysis, though not limited to that).
* Personal responsibility and willingness to work hard,
carefully, and independently.
* A good sense for significant questions, a nose for
significant patterns in evidence, and persistence in
probing for robust findings.
* If possible, familiarity with one or more of our
current research themes. 

Eligibility:
Applicants for the Post-doctoral Saguaro Seminar
Legatum Research Fellowship must:
* Be a candidate for, or have recently completed, their 
Ph.D. degree in one of the social sciences.
* Expect to complete and defend their dissertation no later 
than June 30, 2011.
* Saguaro Seminar-Legatum Research Fellows may not 
simultaneously hold other awards or fellowships for the 
2011-12 academic year without explicit agreement.   Note 
that if you are selected and your dissertation is not ap-
proved by start of the fellowship, the stipend will be low-
ered.
* We expect the Legatum Post-Doc to spend roughly 25 

hours a week working on the core research projects, al-
though many of these research projects (as indicated) could 
lead to individual publications. Pay is competitive. 

Publications:  
It is expected that the Post-doctoral Saguaro Seminar
Legatum Research Fellow will produce at least one to two 
high quality scholarly publications during the 2011-2012 
Fellowship. 

Applications must include the following:  
* A cover letter highlighting your qualifications, experience, 
and interest in the fellowship, detailing what has been done 
and is left to complete on your dissertation.
* A completed application form. (see page 2)
*  A current CV/resume.
*  Up to 2 writing samples, together totaling no more than 
80 pages, demonstrating your strong quantitative abilities 
and your research experience, ideally in a field related to 
our research topics above.
*  Three letters of recommendation must accompany your 
application in sealed envelopes, signed by the referee: one 
from your dissertation director and two from faculty mem-
bers familiar with your work.
* An official graduate transcript. 
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Timeline:
All application materials must be received by February 15, 
2011. The winner of the Post-doctoral Fellowship will be 
notified by the end of February, 2011. 

More information
hks.harvard.edu/saguaro/legatumapplication.htm 

All requested application materials must
be mailed to: 
Thomas Sander
Executive Director
Saguaro Seminar: Civic Engagement in America
Harvard Kennedy School,  79 JFK St.
Cambridge, MA 02138, USA

First Name: 

Last Name: 

Address: 

Phone:        e-mail:  

School of Current Enrollment:  

School Address:  

 
Contact Information for Chair of Dissertation Committee: 

Name:   

Address:  
 

 
Phone:        e-mail:  

Applicant’s signature: 

Date: 
 
Number of hours per week you would wish to devote to our research  

When you would prefer to begin Fellowship if selected:  
(June 1, 2011-September 1, 2011 is acceptable) 


