
 
 

Global Society, the City and the Environmental Question 
X Italian Environmental Sociology Conference 

in memory of Fulvio Beato 

 
18th -19th  June 2015 

University of Bologna - Department of Sociology and Business Law  
 

Call for abstracts 
 

Climate change, scarcity and depletion of environmental resources are among the key global 
challenges of the second modernity. According to different population statistics, 60% of the world 
population will live in urban areas by 2030: this trend highlights the growing problem of eco-
compatibility linked to the rapid growth of urban populations and, at the same time, shows the 
key role that cities will play in the transition towards a sustainable society. 
But considering the differences within the conditions of global development and the different 
cultures and national institutions, current ecological problems are struggling to find a global 
response. Often other issues take the precedence, first of all the global economic crisis, thus the 
dramatic scenarios presented in the last IPCC report on climate change, as well as on 
environmental disasters, hardly represent the priorities in transnational political agendas. The 
paths of sustainable development undertaken by many are built on interactions and negotiations 
involving a wide variety of social actors, who often share the research of a socio-economic 
alternative able to free the collective human needs from the global market economy’s logic of 
unlimited growth. 
Sociologists of the environment are now summoned up to read, even critically, the various forms 
of collective action that deal with environmental risks and the often conflicting management of 
resources, according to dynamics that vary in different cultural and geographical contexts. But 
they are also called to (re)think, theoretically and empirically, the complex and dynamic 
contributions of the environmental resources to the social world. 
 
In view of the multiplicity of approaches and areas of research involved, the call is open not only 
to social scientists but also to other scholars. 
 
In continuity with the previous editions, the conference will be organized in parallel sessions 
dedicated to specific analytical issues. 
 
The selection of participants will be based on the abstracts. Each participant will also serve as 
discussant of a presented paper.  

• Abstracts (200-300 words) and 5 keywords should be submitted no later than March 30, 
2015 indicating the selected session among those described below.  

 
Send your abstract to alessandra.landi5@unibo.it  

• The scientific committee will adjudicate and inform participants of the outcome by  
30 April. 
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1) Political Ecology, Socio-Environmental Conflicts and World-Ecology 
Organizers: Gennaro Avallone (Università di Salerno), Emanuele Leonardi (UNiversidade 
de Coimbra) 
 
Socio-environmental conflicts spread globally and put into question the current 
hegemonic governance of socio-ecological relations. Such conflicts range from the 
struggles against mega-projects and noxious infrastructures for waste management to 
campaigns against the privatization of the commons and their capitalistic use. It seems to 
us that what these processes make visible is the antagonism between practices of 
dispossession of human as well as non-human natures which establish new commodity 
frontiers and the needs of human as well as non-human populations. 
This fundamental conflict is not sectorial and cannot be situated in a limited space; rather, 
it affects nature as a whole, the environment as the common basis for all living beings – 
that environment-in-common which the perspective of world-ecology recognizes as 
oikeios, as the creative, historical and dialectical relation between species and their 
environments, hence between human and non-human natures. 
We welcome submissions which aim at fostering the debate on the links between socio-
environmental conflicts and the reproduction of capitalist socio-ecological relations. We 
encourage the discussion on theoretical and methodological approaches whose goal is to 
overcomrthe Cartesian dualism between nature and culture from the standpoint of a 
critique of ruling power relations (with specific regard to their socio-ecological 
dimension). We are particularly interested in inter/multidisciplinary contributions which 
are able to differentially combine empirical and theoretical insights in the context of an 
analysis of extractivist capitalism, of world-ecology and of political ecology.  
Thus, we welcome abstracts on the following issues (amongst others): 
- Socio-environmental conflicts on/against the localization of infrastructures and 
mega-projects;  

- Commons-related conflicts; 
- Political ecology as a theoretical perspective;  
- Degrowth: analysis, critique, perspectives; 
- Cases of public policies (regional, national, local) supporting socio-ecological 

programs which are alternative to the ruling ones. 
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2) Territorial development, resilience and local heritage 
Organizers: Elena Battaglini (ABT-ISF-IRES), Nicoletta Masiero (IRES Veneto, Rivista 
Economia e Società Regionale - Franco Angeli) 
 
The expansion of a growth model based on fossil energy - and its effects on land, climate, 
and future generations - represents for scholars both a theoretical and an empirical 
challenge.  
The mainstream economists’ approach to the space–time dimension of growth and to its 
effects remains controversial, while sociologists—perhaps concerned about falling into 
some form of environmental determinism—are hesitant to interact with the semantics of a 
sociopolitical dimension implicated from the concept of space. 
In this session, we address the concept of ‘territorial development’, in order to analyse 
dynamics and processes in regional development as the outcome of the interaction of 
multiscale structuring processes and agencies/social relations, expressed in practices. We 
frame this as a ‘coconstruction’ between society and nature within the specific time–space 
dimensions of the use of resources, thus providing greater insight into issues of 
sustainability and equity and of the well-being of the present and future generations.  
The session will gather the contributions of sociologists, scholars, and practitioners who 
have dealt both theoretically and empirically with the issues of regional development in 
relation to the processes of adaptation and mitigation of climate change and to resource 
limits. 
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3) The urban environment between ‘smartness’ and sustainability 
Organizers: Ilaria Beretta (Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore), Enrico Maria Tacchi 
(Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore), Enrico Ercole (Università degli Studi del Piemonte 
Orientale “Amedeo Avogadro”) 
 
In recent years, in the Italian and European context, we are witnessing the transformation 
of urban centers from ‘traditional cities’ to ‘smart cities’. The idea behind this change, 
strongly promoted and supported by the European Union, is that technology can 
substantially support not only the recovery of local economy and labour market, but also 
the improvement of the quality of citizens’ life through a reduction in the use of natural 
resources and in the impact on the natural ecosystem. 
In this framework, the community of environment sociologists is challenged to reflect on 
the specific relationship between the idea of urban ‘smartness’ and environmental quality. 
The emerging risk, in the ‘smart city’, is that technology may become so relevant to 
dominate environmental policies, or even to entirely replace them. 
First, under the pressure of the European directives, the mainstream of the proposed 
solutions seems to be mostly applied to energy issues. So, little space remains for the 
discussion on other important environmental issues. 
Second, in this highly globalized context, in which the international networks of cities are 
supported by the European Union, we may wonder how far the technological solutions 
can be applied in different areas, without a consideration of the specific social context.  
Third, can the ‘smart city’, characterized by the high use of ICT tools, really offer to 
citizens a greater participation and social inclusion? Or do economic and cultural 
inequalities still create obstacles, too difficult to overcome? 
Finally, we must not forget that social practices show the rise of solutions to economic and 
environmental crises which, though the use of technology, propose lifestyles in some ways 
taken from the past, notwithstanding the increasing technological progress of today’s 
‘smart city’. We should then investigate the social function of initiatives such as the 
sharing economy or the social streets in contemporary Western societies. 
The call for papers is open to contributions, regarding the illustration of empirical 
research, as well as results of critical reflections. The main goal is to deepen the 
relationship between the ‘smart city’ and the quality of the environment and to propose 
new interpretation models. 
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4) Rethinking the commons: environment and participation between urban systems and 
rural ar-eas 
Organizers: Gian Luigi Bulsei (Università del Piemonte Orientale), Giorgio Osti 
(Università di Trieste) 
 
Already in the previous editions of their meetings (Trento 2009, Brescia 2011, Naples 
2013), the Italian sociologists of the environment confronted with the complex and 
controversial issue of com-mon resources: a peculiar category of goods involving different 
decision-making and relational models as well as the ownership entitlements among 
public, private and collective bodies. The proposal for this workshop is specifically about 
the key issue of participation, since the common resources seem to be an elective and 
problematic field to test new organized forms of collective decision. 
Indeed, the management of environmental assets requires to take into account both the 
collective in-terests and the individual or the categorical ones. This raises problems which 
are easily processed thanks to the involvement of citizens and to the public deliberation. 
The activation of participatory practices helps build a shared definition (cognitive level) 
and a collective regulation (normative level), in order to revitalize those goods which 
closely affect members of a community. Cognitive and normative participation does not 
exclude popular or diffuse ownership of organisations, lands, or re-sponsible companies.  
The social actors attitudes towards the common goods depend on the state of collective 
resources, on the real possibilities to improve them, on widespread and entrenched 
practices among users and on shared information. A dimension that is becoming crucial is 
the spatial distribution of en-vironmental goods and bads between urban contexts and 
fragile areas (territorial justice). The social and spatial distribution of common goods will 
require theoretical and empirical contributions able to enrich the debate, opening new 
analytical and research perspectives. 
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5) The energy transition: between territorial asymmetries, public policies, 
contradictions and new social practices 
Organizers: Giovanni Carrosio (Università di Trieste), Dario Minervini (Università di 
Napoli “Federico II”), Ivano Scotti (Università di Napoli “Federico II”) 
 
Cities are the most important settings to implement actions for the transition to a low 
carbon energy system. In fact, they are the place where most energy services are needed 
because of the increasing urbanization process (high population densities, concentration of 
economic activities, etc.). In Italy, for example, 80% of energy consumption and the 
emissions of greenhouse gases are associated with urban activities, where also buildings 
contribute significantly to this phenomenon. Furthermore, the urban energy grid is 
characterized by a centralized and hierarchical organization, consistent with a socio-
technical model that establishes in peripheral/rural places the energy production and 
which concentrates its consumption in urban settings. This socio-technical arrangement 
seems less and less sustainable for several reasons: economic problems (i.e. the ups and 
downs of the costs of fossil resources), environmental degradation (climate change, 
concentration of pollutants and depletion of non-renewable resources, etc.) and social 
difficulties (insecurity, risk, environmental struggles against the biocide and so on). 
The European Union’s response to these challenges are policies that aim to trigger a 
process of transition towards a low-carbon energy system. The goal is to implement a 
system based on the widespread energy co-provision (smart grid), supported by an 
increasing use of renewable resources. There has been significant progress to the 
implementation of energy policies for a sustainable transition, nonetheless the process 
appears fragmented and contradictory. Conflicting relationships between center and 
periphery are strongly emerging and the policies for energy and ecological conversion (for 
example the zero-energy buildings) do not seem sufficient to generate processes of radical 
change. Also, the national energy policies often put a strong emphasis on the 
centralization of governance and the return of investment in fossil resources. Starting from 
these considerations, the session will welcome the proposals of those who will develop 
original theoretical and / or empirical contributions focusing on the topics listed below: 
• Urban energy policy and urban smart grid; 
• New or persistent urban rural relations for the energy production and consumption; 
• New forms of energy citizenship, co-provision, sharing economy, self-production in 
urban and rural areas; 
• Contradictory role of the utilities in the energy transition; 
• The role of the expert knowledge and the professions in energy transition in urban or 
rural settings (energy efficiency of buildings, design of smart grid, etc.). 
• Advocacy, neutral intermediary, “mediator trustee” in the energy transition. 
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6) Cities and urban systems towards an energy transition. Social responses, 
technological experiments and political solutions in different territories 
Organizer: Gilda Catalano (Università della Calabria) 
 
Global warming and climate change have become a pressing request for cities and places, 
at every territorial scale. Largest cities are particularly involved in this question, not only 
because they are territories by the heaviest ecological footprint but because they also 
represent the driving laboratories for all innovative social transformations. They are the 
places by highest social complexity where climate’s mitigation and adaptation should, first 
of all, take place. Within this context, cities become the laboratories where searching for 
mitigatory and adaptive solutions to be spread at a wider territorial scale. In relation to 
global warming’s responses for a decreased ecological footprint, a driving force concerns 
with a different model to use energy sources. For instance, the actual energy transition’s 
approaches cannot be simply considered as concrete ways of re-thinking the natural and 
technological resources’ uses and the global impacts of human activities. Indeed, this 
change implies a deep process of transformation in every social sphere - the technological, 
cultural, economic and political dimensions ones - revealing a different way to think about 
a sustainable development, especially when its practises are oriented to environmental 
justice and social equity, too.  
Following this perspective, the session invites for the following types of contributions: 
a) proposed papers which critically focus on the energy transition, trying to go beyond the 
recurring media-oriented approaches (the energies’ mix empowered by renewable 
sources, the energy efficiency and a controlled use of nuclear energy are commonly 
thought-out as the more achievable solutions) and trying to understand the social changes 
recalled by it; 
 b) proposed papers which aim at investigating the territorial experiments which move 
towards  energy transition (for instance: energy district composed of small communities, 
transition’s towns, port cities by off-shore wind energies, significant responses from 
successful smart cities). 
In all the invited contributions, the session promotes for authors who are interested in 
exploring the energy transition at different urban scales and, especially, in dealing with 
the connected problems of multi-level governance, of economic efficiency, of social 
acceptance, of participatory processes that every territorial scale calls on.  
The proposed papers should have the following key-words: climate changes and 
territorial responses; cities and renewable sources; communities, networks and energy 
district; energy transition and sustainability; environmental governance and 
empowerment. 
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7) Post-carbon cities. Opportunities and limits of new urban life models 
Organizers: Silvia Crivello (Politecnico di Torino), Alessandra Landi (Università di 
Bologna) 
 
National and international debates show how environmental problems of the 
contemporary world are essentially urban issues. On the one hand, a growing portion of 
the world population lives and will live in cities, on the other hand urban spaces 
concentrate a dominant amount of consumption and pollutant emissions at the global 
level. Furthermore, cities themselves and urban life in general can offer solutions to the 
current environmental problems. Compact and well designed cities, in fact, may offer 
population concentration, forms of collective consumption and social innovations 
functionally suitable for the goal of sustainability. 
The concept of post-carbon cities refers exactly to the search for forms of urban life more 
compatible with the challenges of climate change. The discourse on post-carbon city is 
linked to a wide range of reflections; in particular, contributions related (but not limited) 
to the following aspects are welcome: 
- City and ecological alternative lifestyles 
- The drop in consumptions and the new experiences of urban life in the economic crisis 
scenario 
- City, social innovation and experimentation in the environmental field  
- City and eco-friendly local design 
- Critical insights on smart cities and technocentric approaches  
- Urban policies and environmental issue 
- Adaptation and urban resilience  
- Urban political ecology and climate change  
- Citizens awareness and and the social construction of 'ecological citizen' 
- Social movements and activism in the urban context 
- Sociology of climate change: actors, interpretative frameworks, social dynamics 
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8) Rural development and urban sustainability: a way of living with social involvement 
Organizers: Paola De Salvo (Università di Perugia), Fiammetta Fanizza (Università di 
Foggia) 
 
According to Paolo Guidicini (1998), the trinomial environmental awareness, welfare and 
rural development is fundamental to spread collaborative practices and cooperative 
behaviours both in the urban and in the rural contexts. So the main point regards the 
integration between the city and the countryside.To do this, above all we need to 
reconsider the concept of countryside. Better to say, we must give up to consider the 
countryside as a marginal place, or worse, as an object on which to focus only a 
speculative attention. 
Beyond any sort of specific perspectives or solution, the aforementioned trinomial is also 
useful to discuss about urban sprawl's effects and about non-sustainable or unsustainable 
models of cities. 
In fact, as some anti-sprawl trends encourage the development of models of rural 
development in a "multifunction way" (Camagni, 1994), other ones aim at the 
enhancement of landscape, the tranquility and the health of places, the food quality and 
the authenticity of human relations. In a nutshell, as they try to transpose or to adapt 
urban practices in rural setting, these models mend the relationship between town and 
countryside through an approach able to establish a real connection between rural 
development policies and purposes of urban sustainability (Iacoponi, 2004). Accordingly, 
it determines an unpublished "classifications" for natural spaces and agricultural contexts. 
As in some French (Duvernoy et al. 2005) or US (New Urbanism) cases, these 
classifications look for a new balance between government land and agriculture and are 
addressed to link together urban and rural development as manner to meet the needs of 
post-urban development. Rather that the simply promotion of urban style in rural areas, 
their main aim regards the elaboration of a new culture of space and landscape (Levebvre 
1974). Thus, far from the easy mix between city and country these cases link together 
spaces and landscapes to discover methods and approaches able to give new significance 
to the urban condition. 
Based on this premise, this session aims to discuss and compare themes and experiences 
able to: 
1. open a critical perspective on urban sprawl by calling attention on the idea of space as 
an opportunity to initiate new processes and / or new socialization practices; 
2. consider the space of living in terms of the ability to activate practices of civic 
engagement and responsibility; 
3. promote models of recovery, development and enhancement of the relationship 
between city and countryside; 
4. express itself in term of "living space" (relationship between residential accommodation 
and social regulation); 
5. define a system of community self-sustaining or in which small businesses are involved 
in production, processing, distribution and sale of organic crops activities (ecovillages). 
To this end, this session invites the submission of papers which: 

• directly referred to the categories of the landscape and able to explain and suggest 
new modality for planning (elaborating a different urban thinking); 

• compare the consolidated urban models with the case of small self-sufficient 
communities, positioned outside of the city center and characterized by a successful 
balance between residence, agriculture and crafts (ecovillages); 
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• by a theoretical point of view, assume the ecological paradigm to discover forms of 
urban condition to achieve high quality of life standards through the promotion of 
new models of production; 

• seek to define the terms of a new urban question on the basis of the analysis of the 
processes of urbanization of the countryside. 
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9) Sustainable Cities? Investigating the ambiguous relation between environmental 
protection, accessibility and social inclusion in contemporary Cities 
Organizers: Giampaolo Nuvolati, Roberta Cucca, (Università di Milano-Bicocca) 
 
Over the last decades, the need for more sustainable cities has been considered a key point 
of global strategy for the future, and one of the most important aims of European plans for 
the urban environment. For this reason, the European Union has been committed in 
fostering several programs to make cities environmentally friendly, competitive in the 
global market and oriented to social inclusiveness. However, these aims seem to be 
difficult to reach at the same time, and sustainability can also be described as one piece of 
rhetoric, an urban brand, with no specific social dimensions clearly set out. For all its 
ubiquity and broad acceptance, the concept remains suitable to promote unexpected 
consequences in terms of urban inequalities, such as processes of unequal distribution of 
social, economic and environmental resources among citizens.  
We encourage papers focusing on a critical analysis of urban sustainability from a wide 
range of theoretical, conceptual and empirical perspectives. The session aims to collect 
papers that investigate questions such as: how does social inclusion enter in urban policies 
for sustainability? Is there any chance that urban policies and interventions for 
sustainability may foster new forms of social inequalities? Are there processes of 
environmental resources’ privatization occurring as result of urban sustainability policies? 
Conversely, are there processes of environmental resources’ re-appropriation by the public 
and by citizens going on? What are the spatial changes that take place in cities while 
answering to different requests of sustainability, by different social groups? 
Also papers concerning methodological approaches and strategies (type of sources, data, 
indicators, surveys, focus group) currently adopted (or to be considered for the future) in 
order to analyze connections between sustainability and social inequalities will be 
appreciated. 
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10) Responsible consumption and sustainable lifestyles 
Organizer: Roberta Paltrinieri (Università di Bologna) 
 
The reflection on a new consumption model, values and attitudes underlying it, represents 
the basis of all of those considerations which scrutinize a sustainable development, 
confering to sustainability different meanings: environmental, social, economic and 
cultural. 
In recent years the concept of capitalism has been inflected in many different ways in 
order to reintroduce the ethical dimensions removed by the preponderance of the 
economic system over the others: ethical, responsible, aware capitalism. Just this last 
declination seems particularly interesting. The term conscious society is due to Jeffrey 
Sachs (2012) and leads us to think over the awareness dimension, meant as a virtue, as the 
ability to discern between opposite behaviours according to a self-prescribing life project 
(Bruni, Porta 2004). The sustainable lifestyles rise from paths of awareness and self-
reflexivity that have implications on everyday practices, such as consumption practices. 
The sustainable lifestyles produce, in fact, new forms of consumption whose core is 
featured by concepts such as: care for the environment, community, identity, social capital, 
through which generate positive externalities as relational goods. Experiences such as 
transition towns, green districts, etc., are all examples of the so called collaborative 
consumption, which stimulate use and sharing instead of the exclusive property, 
collaboration instead of competition, relational goods compared with those positional. 
Contributions with original reflections based on research results that fall within the 
following items, which are exemplifying and not exhaustive, are invited to submit: 
- Consumption and social networks (solidarity based purchasing groups, green practices, 
urban green, responsible condominiums, community energy, corporate social 
responsibility); 
- Consumption and development models, 
- Responsible tourism; 
- Consumption and responsible citizenship; 
- Political consumerism; 
- Consumption and Social Capital; 
- Consumption policies. 
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11) Landscape, Environment and Quality of Life 
Organizers: Giovanni Pieretti (Università di Bologna), Giorgio Tavano Blessi (IUAV 
Venezia) 
 
The relation between individual quality of life and the environment is a growing research 
subject in the scientific community, given the outcomes supplied by qualitative and 
quantitative studies undertook, which have underlined the elements affecting the 
individual and society quality of life.  
The environment, considered in the two fundamental factors of natural environment and 
built environment, represents the eligible dimension affecting individual and collective 
well-being. Since the 80s’ theoretical and empirical studies have depicted a quite 
exhaustive portrait of the elements that mainly impact on well-being, such as 
interpersonal relation, socio-economic conditions, leisure and cultural activities, which can 
be considered possible determinants of society quality of life. 
The session aims to explore the correlation between the environment and individuals, 
with a specific focus on the environmental determinant of individuals and social well-
beings. Theoretical and empirical studies with an interdisciplinary and/or 
multidisciplinary approach are welcome. Possible research lines are: 
- Built environment and quality of life/ well-being; 
- Natural environment and quality of life/ well-being; 
- Relational environment and quality of life/ well-being; 
- Leisure, culture and quality of life/ well-being; 
- Urban and non-urban environment and quality of life/ well-being. 
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12) From urban sociology of the Chicago School to contemporary environmental 
sociological approach 
Organizer: Raffaele Rauty (Università di Salerno) 
 
In March 1915 Robert Ezra Park published on the American Journal of Sociology, the first 
of his articles about The City, a new psychophysical organization which, eact time, acts 
organizing and restructuring its inhabitants along social processes enriched from labor 
division and migrations and inducing constant modern aggregations and segregations.  
That text showed a new leadership in the Department of Sociology of Chicago, marked the 
beginning of urban studies, which in little more than a ten-year period will have widened 
Chicago sociological hegemony in all American universities, began a theoretical approach 
which moving from urban communities would have analysed also new and growing 
metropolitan areas. So that studies developed urban sociology and, together, the 
awareness of the necessity of a new, further theoretical approach, including not only city 
boundaries but all territorial urbanization and environmental layout. 
This general long debate is the field of the proposed workshop which wants to strength a 
not only symbolic connection between origins of urban studies and contemporary 
environmental sociology. 


